Small Group Ministry 
Group Session Plan

Mission Statement

Opening Words
We clasp the hands of those who go before us.

And the hands of those who come after us.

We enter the circle of each other’s arms

And the larger circle of lovers

Whose hands are joined in dance,

To a music so subtle and vast that no ear hears it

Except in fragments.

Wendell Berry, “The Larger Circle” in Singing the Living Tradition #646
Check-in/Sharing

Topic/Activity  Do the process in sequence.
1. Discuss the concept and importance of a mission statement.

Mission statements are clear, concise responses to the questions:

Why do we exist?

What are we trying to do?

Why are we trying to do what we are doing

2. Take a moment of silence for each person to\think about what the mission of the church should be.

3. Divide the group into pairs. Using a piece of paper, one person asks the other the  questions and records the results.

What is the mission of our religious community? What is really the mission of our religious community?

The second person than asks the first person the questions and records the answers. Repeat this a second time and a third time. Record responses.
4. Each person uses his/her own sheet. Circle key words and then partners share their words. Each pair uses these key words to develop one mission statement that reflects both views.

5. Combine pairs to develop a statement which incorporates the responses of the original pairs in the total group. If this is being done within the larger congregation, give the group’s statement to whoever is coordinating for the congregation.
Likes and Wishes

Closing Words

Be ours a religion which, like sunshine, goes everywhere,

Its temple, all space;

Its shrine, the good heart;

Its creed, all truth;

Its ritual, works of love;

Its profession of faith, divine living.
Theodore Parker, Singing the Living Tradition #683
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