
Small Group Ministry

Group Session Plan

Science and Religion

Opening Words
The most beautiful and deepest experience a man can have is the sense of the mysterious. It is the underlying principle of religion as well as all serious endeavor in art and science. He who never had this experience seems to me, if not dead, then at least blind. To sense that behind anything that can be experienced there is a something that our mind cannot grasp and whose beauty and sublimity reaches us only indirectly and as a feeble reflection, this is religiousness. In this sense I am religious. To me it suffices to wonder at these secrets and to attempt humbly to grasp with my mind a mere image of the lofty structure of all that there is. 

Albert Einstein
Check-in/Sharing

Topic/Activity
Cosmology is the branch of philosophy dealing with the origin and general structure of the universe.  But is cosmology still philosophy or is it now science?  Stephen Hawking recently published a book titled The Universe in a Nutshell in which he wrote about the Big Bang, which suggests that at the time of creation all that existed in the universe was compressed into something smaller than a nutshell.  Scientists are now speculating that Einstein’s general theory of relativity and quantum mechanics can be unified in Superstring theory - but this necessitates the existence of 9 or more dimensions. 

1. What is your idea about the universe and its origin?  

2. Does your idea about the origin of the universe lead you to religion?  How?

3. Does scientific understanding of the universe interfere with your religious beliefs?

Likes and Wishes

Closing Words
"But he who has been earnest in the love of knowledge and of true wisdom, and has exercised his intellect more than any other part of him, must have thoughts immortal and divine. If he attain truth, and in so far as human nature is capable of sharing in immortality, he must altogether be immortal."
Plato
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