Small Group Ministry

Group Session Plan

Service
Opening Words 
I want to be with people who submerge in the task,

Who go into the fields to harvest and work in a row and pass the bags along,

Who stand in the line and haul in their places,

Who are not parlor generals and field deserters but move in a common rhythm when the food must come in or the fire be put out.

The work of the world is common as mud. Botched, it smears the hands, crumbles to 
dust.

But the thing worth doing well done has a shape that satisfies, clean and evident.

Greek amphoras for wine or oil, Hopi vases that held corn, are put in museums but you 
know they were made to be used.

The pitcher cries for water to carry and a person for work that is real.

“To Be Of Use” by Marge Piercy from Singing the Living Tradition #567

Check-In/Sharing

Topic/Activity

Small Group Ministry offers opportunities to serve our congregation and the wider community through projects large and small. This helps the group deepen its internal relationships, increases the connection with the congregation, and gives from the abundance of the group experience.

One of the hopes for our Small Group Ministry Program was that each group would engage in some service to the church community or beyond in the course of a year. A maturing spirituality issues forth in service and a shared project could deepen the group’s connections and experience.  
Reflect on the service that the group has done, and/or consider the following guidelines in planning service:
*How can the planned service involve all of the group members? Consider resources (time, money, transportation) needed  to participate.
*Does the service activity engage the interests of the Small Group members?

*How does the service activity enhance the spiritual development of the group members and/or the development of the group itself?

*What need will the service help fill in the congregation or community?

*Is the service activity practical?
Check-out/Likes and Wishes

Closing Words
If, here, you have found freedom, take it into the world.  If you have found comfort, go and share it with others.  If you have dreamed dreams, help one another, that they may come true!  If you have known love, give some back to a bruised and hurting world.  Go in peace.
Lauralyn Bellamy from Singing the Living Tradition #692
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