Small Group Ministry

Group Session Plan

Ethics

Opening Words
Good and evil grow up almost inseparably; the knowledge of good is interwoven with knowledge of evil and the difference, in so many ways, is hardly discernable.

Henry Sedgewick, The Method of Ethics, 1974

Check-In/Sharing

Topic/Activity
Ethics is a system of moral principles with respect to the rightness or wrongness of certain actions.

1. As a child, what were you taught with regard to a system of ethics?

2. How did your ethical system evolve in adolescence and as a young adult? What personal events effected your ethical perception and beliefs?

3. Does religion or belief in a higher power play a part in your ethical system?

Likes and Wishes

Closing Words
How is one to live a moral and compassionate existence when one is fully aware of the blood, the horror inherent in life, when one finds darkness not only in one’s culture but within oneself? If there is a stage at which an individual life becomes truly adult, it must be when one grasps the irony in its unfolding and accepts responsibility for a life lived in the midst of such paradox. Aone must live in the middle of contradiction, because if all contradiction were eliminated aonce, life would collapse. There are simply no answers to some of the great pressing questions. You continue to live them out, making your life a worthy expression of leaning into the light. 
Barry Lopez, Arctic Dreams, 1986
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