Small Group Ministry

Group Session Plan

Sin

Opening Words

May we be reminded here of our highest aspirations, and inspired to bring our gifts of love and service to the altar of all humanity. May we know once again that we are not isolated beings but connected, in mystery and miracle, to the universe, to this community, and to each other.
Anonymous, Singing the Living Tradition #434
Check-in/Sharing

Topic/Activity

Unitarian Universalists are generally vague when it comes to talking about sin. We have no Doctrine of Sin to refer to. Hamartia, the Greek word translated as "sin", is usually understood to mean "missing the mark, "but can, also be translated as "error, frailty, or  tragic flaw."   `

The word sin for many of us brings uncomfortable associations with religious upbringings which stressed guilt and our own shortcomings or inadequacies. Yet we know that at times we fall short of our own goals or aspirations for our lives. We know that we sometimes act toward others in ways we that regret.

1. What does the word "sin" imply for you? 
2. And can we come to acknowledge our own shortcomings in such a way that we move beyond guilt and insufficiency toward a life which is more whole and more satisfying?

Likes and Wishes

Closing Words

It is written in the Torah: "I call heaven and earth to witness today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life, so that you and your descendants may live." 
Deuteronomy 30, Singing the Living Tradition #707
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