Small Group Ministry

Group Session Plan 
Thanksgiving 
Opening Words: The origin of our Thanksgiving holiday has political as well as religious references.. 
*Spaniard Don Juan De Onate ordered his expedition party to rest and conducted a mass celebration of thanksgiving on April 30, 1598.

*A collective prayer of thanksgiving was led by Captain John Woodlief in the Virginia Colony on December 4, 1619: "We ordaine that the day of our ships arrival at the place assigned for plantation in the land of Virginia shall be yearly and perpetually kept holy as a day of Thanksgiving to Almighty God."

*The Pilgrims held Thanksgiving in 1623, following a drought, prayers for rain, and a subsequent rain shower. Irregular Thanksgivings continued after favorable events and days of fasting after unfavorable ones. In the Plymouth tradition, a thanksgiving day was a church observance, rather than a feast day.

*The first official Thanksgiving Proclamation made in America was issued by the Continental Congress in 1777.

*In 1789 Washington designated a national thanksgiving holiday for the newly ratified Constitution, specifically so that the people may thank God for having "been enabled to establish constitutions of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national One now lately instituted, for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed... "

Check-In/Sharing
Topic/Activity Thanksgiving brings the realization that the things for which one person is thankful may have been gained at someone else’s expense, like “winning” means that someone had to “lose”. And there may be times when it is difficult to find reasons to be thankful. These realities can affect the tone of Thanksgiving. 
1. What does ‘giving thanks’ mean? To whom, or to what, do you ‘give thanks’?
2. Share something for which you are thankful this Thanksgiving.

3. What place does giving thanks have in your life? 
Closing Words  Suggestion: Have full group respond to the statements with “We give thanks this day.”
“We Give Thanks This Day” by O. Eugene Pickett, Singing the Living Tradition, #512

For the expanding grandeur of Creation, worlds known and unknown, galaxies beyond galaxies, filling us with awe and challenging our imaginations: We give thanks this day.

For the fragile planet earth, its times and tides, its sunsets and seasons; We give thanks this day.

For the joy of human life, its wonders and surprises, its hopes and achievements: We give thanks this day.

For our human community, our common past and future hope, our oneness transcending all separation, our capacity to work for peace and justice in the midst of hostility and oppression: We give thanks this day.

For high hopes and noble causes, for faith without fanaticism, for understanding of views not shared: We give thanks this day.

For all who have labored and suffered for a fairer world, who have lived so that others might live in dignity and freedom: We give thanks this day.

For human liberty and sacred rites, for opportunities to change and grow, to affirm and choose;

We give thanks this day. We pray that we may live not by our fears by our hopes, not by our works but by our deeds.
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