Small Group Ministry

Group Session Plan

Timelines
Need paper, pencils, markers or colored pencils.

Opening Words “From Generation to Generation” 
In a house which becomes a home, one hands down and another takes up the heritage of mind and heart, laughter and tears, musings and deeds.
Love, like a carefully loaded ship, crosses the gulf between the generations.
Therefore, we do not neglect the ceremonies of our passage: when we wed, when we die, and when we are blessed with a child; when we depart and when we return; when we plant and when we harvest……
We live, not by things, but by the meanings of things. It is needful to transmit the passwords from generation to generation.
Antoine de St. Exupery, Singing the Living Tradition #649, excerpt

Check-in/Sharing

Topic/Activity:   Create a religious timeline.  
1. Divide a line into sections, one for each of your decades of life, plus the decades you expect to live.  
2. Draw pictures or add words for each decade representing how you understood God or felt about religion during each of those periods, plus how you hope to experience your religious life in the decades to come. (20 minutes)

3. Then share
Likes & Wishes

Closing Words:

We clasp the hands of those that go before us,

And the hands of those who come after us.

We enter the little circle of each other’s arms

And the larger circle of lovers, whose hands are joined in a dance.

And the larger circle of all creatures,

Passing in and out of life, who move also in a dance,

To the music so subtle and vast that no ear hears it

Except in fragments.

“The Larger Circle,” Wendell Berry, Singing the Living Tradition,” #646
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